
LTC Johnsonôs remarks at the Eagle Battalion Spring Awards Ceremony:  

We gather here this afternoon to honor individual cadets on their ac-

complishments, but since this ceremony marks the final time the Eagle Battal-

ion will be assembled together this year, cadets I want to add how proud I am 

of all of you.  I expected a lot this year, and with very few exceptions, you 

delivered.  From reorganizing the battalion, to establishing B Company at Wi-

nona, to integrating leadership development into everything we do, you rose to 

the many challenges I presented to you this year.  So the fruits of your labors 

are the awards you receive today.  Well done. 

But I would also like to take just a few moments to talk about something more 

important than what cadets wear on their uniforms, and that is the values they 

must possess.   

The Army has a set of moral and ethical guideposts that we call the 7 

Army Values.  They are loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integ-

rity, and personal courage.  All of these values are important, but the one that, for me, stands above the rest ...  

is integrity.  The Army defines integrity as doing whatôs right, morally and legally.  Those six words say a lot, 

yet there is more.  Integrity stands for soundness of moral principle and characterðuprightnessðhonesty.  

Integrity is also an ideal, a goal to strive for.  For a man or woman to ñwalk in their integrity,ò as the saying 

goes requires constant discipline.  The word integrity itself is a martial word that comes to us from ancient 

Roman army tradition. 

At the height of the glory and power that was Rome, during the time of the 12 Caesars, the Roman 

Legions would conduct morning inspections.  As the inspecting centurion came in front of each legionnaire, 

the soldier would strike his right fist against the armor breastplate that covered his heart, where the armor had 

to be strongest.  As the soldier struck his armor, he would shout integritas, which translates from the Latin as 

material wholeness, completeness, and entirety.  The inspecting centurion would listen closely for this affirma-

tion and also for the ring that well-kept armor would give off.  Satisfied that the armor was sound and the sol-

dier beneath it protected, he would then move on to the next man. (See Corner, page 2) 
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(From Corner, page 1) 

As the centuries passed and Roman society suffered the 

decline that would eventually lead to the fall of the Roman Em-

pire, legionnaires no longer shouted integritas to inspecting offi-

cers.  To underscore the contrast between the decadence of Ro-

man society and the army that protected it, legionnaires upon 

striking their armor would instead shout integer, which means 

undiminishedðcompleteðperfect.  This indicated the armor was 

sound, and also indicated the soldier wearing the armor was 

sound of character.  He was complete in his integrity. . . .His 

heart was in the right place. . . .His standards and morals were 

high.   

Integrity. . .it is a combination of these words: integritas 

and integer.  How appropriate for us here today that the word 

integrity is a derivative of two words describing the character of 

an ancient soldier. Yes, integrity means doing whatôs right, but it 

also refers to the putting on of armor, of building a completeness, 

a wholeness in character.  The United States Army has a long 

tradition of producing great leaders that possess the highest ethi-

cal standards and integrity.  It produces men and women of char-

acter. . .character that allows them to deal ethically with the chal-

lenges of today and to make conscious decisions about how they 

will approach tomorrow.   

But we cannot create sound morals and ethical behavior 

in a day, or a semester, or a year.  We must institutionalize them 

within our character over time; cadets, our integrity must become 

a way of life, woven into the very fabric of our souls.  Just as was 

true in the days of Imperial Rome, you either walk in your integ-

rity daily, or you take off your armor and leave your heart and 

soul exposedðopen to attack. 

So I will conclude by saying cadets, be proud of the awards and 

decorations you receive todayðyou earned them.  But more im-

portantly than the awards visible on your uniform, guard well that 

which cannot be seen, the armor of your integrity that is only 

visible when tested.  And when that test comes, as it surely will, 

hopefully you, too, will be able to say itegritas, and the strength 

of your inner character, your integrity, will carry you through 

difficult times, and bring both you, and the Soldiers you lead, 

safely home.  
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Future Duty Stations 
CDT Holly Hanson 

Commissioning is right around the corner.  Duty stations for the 

soon-to-be second lieutenants of the Eagle battalion have been re-

leased!   

CDT Holly Cuhel will move to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, for her 

Nurse Corps assignment at Brooke Army Medical Center.  She 

plans to be married in summer 2010 and ñlive happily ever after.ò 

CDT Travis Cyphersô first duty station will be Fort Carson, Colo-

rado. After completing Field Artillery Officer Basic Course at Fort 

Sill, Oklahoma. 

CDT Jared Emmart will be the Goldbar recruiter for the Eagle 

battalion during the 2009 summer.  He will attend BOLC II and III 

and upon completion enter active duty with the Corps of Engineers 

for three years. After his active duty time, CDT Emmart will join 

the 397th Combat Engineer Battalion in the United States Army 

Reserve.    

CDT Matt Johnson will join the 850th Horizontal Engineer 

Company, Minnesota Army National Guard, in Cambridge 

Minnesota. 

CDT Danielle Kessler will be stationed at Landstuhl Regional 

medical Center in Germany upon completion of the AMEDD 

Officer Basic Leaderôs Course.   

CDT Corey McCaigue will be stationed in Germany upon 

completion of Infantry Officer Basic Course.  CDT McCaigue 

is also planning to attend Ranger School before joining an in-

fantry unit in Germany. 

CDTs Andrea Schultz and Karla Schultz will join CDT Cu-

hel at Fort Sam Houston in Texas for their first assignments as 

nurses at Brook Army Medical Center.  

The Eagle Battalion at the 2009 Spring Awards Ceremony  


